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Our work initially tried to frame the state of the art on the sustainability issues of
architectural heritage in the city of Mantua through interviews with different actors
working in the sector. At this stage, the results of the interviews provided useful
information that was traced back to a specific methodology that will be illustrated
below.
The methodology applied, together with the skills of the working group, allowed the
achievement of the following objectives, which can be understood as the general
objectives of this work:
• identify categories of actions to which current and future practices can be traced back. These categories have been selected because they are able to illustrate how architectural heritage is addressing climate change issues and how it
could be possible to implement them;
• provide an illustrative framework on the current state of the art that considers
both past experiences and what can be expected for future developments;
• a space-time mappings that frame the scope of action, the architectural heritage on the historical urban fabric of Mantua and a year calendar of the retrofitting works of three case studies selected together with the interviewed actors;
• an analysis and assessment of the three selected case studies that show the
actions that each individual case is facing and what remains latent, through the
aforementioned categories.
The proposed work represents a basis on which the various actors can work in order
to build integrated strategic plans and policies.
DATA COLLECTION METHODOLOGY
First of all, we selected the actors to be interviewed. They came from different
working areas: the Municipality of Mantua, the Technical Office of Urban Planning
and Heritage Preservation of the Municipality, people in charge of the selected
case studies.
At this stage of the process, the data collection has provided useful information that
has stimulated and framed the field of action of our work.
In a second phase, the field of action has been traced back to a specific literature
regarding Heritage Conservation and Environmental Sustainability looking for a
qualitative way to evaluate Built Heritage in respect of Climate Change issues.
We choose to consider the UN approach as the basis on which develop our specific
methodology.
Assuming that the building sector, especially for what concerns the Museum in
Architectural Heritage, has the most potential for delivering significant reductions
of climate change impacts (due to the visitors’ flow and energy consumptions) we
have noted that proven policies, technologies, and knowledge already exist to deliver deep cuts these impacts.

THE METHODOLOGY APPLIED
Through the literature, we have selected 8 categories of actions able either to provide a qualitative illustrative framework that acts in time, or to immediatelly portray
the state of the arts and the evolution of the categories as compared to some variables set out below.
These categories of actions are:
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